Generations and Gender:
results of the largest demographic survey in the Republic of Moldova

8 December 2021

Background
The Republic of Moldova is undergoing strong demographic changes driven by the population decline, ageing, low
fertility, out-migration of the working-age population and low life expectancy that have implications on the overall
development of the country. These population changes are an opportunity to harness and build demographic resilience. UNFPA’s Demographic Resilience Programme assists the Republic of Moldova with strengthening its capacity
to understand and anticipate the population dynamics that is experiencing, and ensure that the Government has the
skills, tools, political will and public support to manage them.
As part of this, the most comprehensive longitudinal demographic study – Generations and Gender Survey (GGS)
was conducted in the Republic of Moldova on over 10,000 net respondents from over 153 localities. The global survey
was conducted in more than 24 countries so far and its implementation in the Republic of Moldova was possible with
the support of the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection (MoLSP), National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), Netherland
Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI) and UNFPA.
GGS is an individual-level panel survey that represents a key data resource on issues of fertility decisions, work-life
balance, transition to adulthood, and intergenerational exchanges with a longitudinal perspective. The survey provided high quality disaggregated data for scientific research, policy makers and civil society on population dynamics
and family change, relationships between generations, and changes in the social roles of women and men, accounting for economic, social and cultural contexts. The GGS data is important to monitor the demographic and societal
changes, life and family dynamics, fertility behavior and needs of people from different generations.
After three years of work on the GGS in the Republic of Moldova, the results are ready for dissemination. This event
aims to launch the results of the Generations and Gender Survey and bring the voices of different generations of
people on the table of policy makers. GGS data include analysis of more than 100 indicators on addressing demographic changes in the country. The results will support policy makers, academia and civil society to better understand the dynamic complexity of women and men’s life course and needs, people’s intention to create a family and
have children, issues related to work-life balance, desired fertility and infertility along with challenges in building the
demographic resilience in the Republic of Moldova.
Format: The event will be hybrid given the current epidemiological situation in Chisinau. Most of the speakers will be
present in the room, while participants will be connected online.
Translation: English-Romanian and Romanian-English translation will be available.
Moderator: Sorina Obreja, journalist.

Be the voice of your generation!

AGENDA
Time
10:00

Welcoming remarks
Video report: What is the Generations and Gender Survey?
● Natalia Gavrilita, Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova (TBC)
● Giulia Vallese, UNFPA ad interim Regional Director for Eastern Europe and Central
Asia

Session 1: The role of Generations and Gender Survey in building demographic resilience in
the Republic of Moldova
Video story: Reproductive choices and desired fertility in the Republic of Moldova

10:15

Panelists:
● Nigina Abaszada, UNFPA Resident Representative
● Marcel Spatari, Minister of Labour and Social Protection
● H.E. Rahul Shrivastava, Ambassador of India to the Republic of Moldova, with
residence in Bucharest, Romania
● Oleg Cara, General Director, National Bureau of Statistics (TBC)
● Anne Gauthier, Director of the Generations and Gender Programme, Netherland
Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute
● Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich, Chief, Population Unit, United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe

Session 2: Generations and Gender: family life, fertility behavior and demographic changes
over generations
Video story: Intergenerational relationships in Moldovan families
Keynote speaker: Dr. Olga Gagauz, Demographic Research Center, National Institute
for Economic Research (NIER)
11:00

Panelists:
● Victoria Ciubotaru Coordinator of the National Program for Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights
● Larisa Spinei, PhD Professor, State University of Medicine and Pharmacy
“Nicolae Testemitanu”
● Mariana Buciuceanu, researcher, Center for Demographic Research, NIER
● Inga Sinchevici, researcher, Center for Demographic Research, NIER
● Tom Emery, Executive Director of Open Data Infrastructure for Social Science and
Economic Innovation

Be the voice of your generation!
Session 3: Generations and Gender: work-life balance, distribution of household’s chores
and wellbeing and gender stereotypes
Video story: Household’s responsibilities and work-life balance
Keynote speaker: Dr. Anastasia Oceretnîi, Associate professor, Moldova State
University
12:00

13.00

Panelists:
● Alexei Buzu, Executive Director, Center NGO “Partnership for Development”
● Adrian Lupusor, Executive Director, NGO “Expert-Grup”
● Galina Obreja, Associate professor, State University of Medicine and Pharmacy
“Nicolae Testemitanu”
● Valentina Bodrug-Lungu, Director NGO “Gender-Centru”
Announcing the winners of the GGS Research Fellowship for targeted analysis
based on GGS

Session 4: Implications of GGS data for further demographic policies
13.10

Video story: Intention to emigrate
Panelists:
● Marcel Spatari, Minister of Labour and Social Protection
● Dan Perciun, Head of Standing committee on Health, Labour and Social
Protection (TBC)

13:30

Video report: The role of GGP in development of evidence-based demographic
policies

13.35

Closing remarks

